
Alexandria Area Route 
Janelle Heiserman 

402-749-4450 or 402-300-1704 
Fairbury Area Route 

Tonya Griffin 
402-300-0252 or 402-300-1722 

Ohiowa/Tobias Area Route 
Elizabeth Noel 

402-243-2292 or 402-300-1708 
Tobias/Western Area Rural Route 

Emily Corter 
402-520-2898 

Western/Daykin Area Route 
Charles Houser 

402-446-7407 or 402-300-1707 
 

*We also continue to look for 
additional drivers.  If you or know of 
someone interested in driving the 
school bus, please call the school and 
visit with Mr. Kort.  We would like 
to add an additional route to help 
with times and accommodate the 
needs of our students.  If you are 
only interested in subbing please let 
us know that as well.  We will have 
some added time on a few routes 
compared to last year.   
 

Activity Passes: 
Activity passes are available this year 
at the following prices:  Adults = $40; 
K-12 = $30; Golden Passes (over 65) = 
Free.  Please contact Trish Endorf at 
the school for your pass, 402-446-
7265. 
** Gate prices will be $6 for adults and 
$4 for students. 
 

Board of Education 
Meridian Public Schools 

District – 48-0303 
Daykin, Nebraska, 68338 

Monday, July 8, 2024 
 

Regular July 8, 2024 Meeting 
Meridian Public School Board of 
Education met on July 8, 2024, as per 
notice in the Fairbury Journal-News. 
 

President Bartels called the meeting to 
order at 6:00 p.m.  The open meeting 
law information was presented. 
 

It is hard to believe but summer is 
winding down. In just a few weeks we 
will have the students back in the 
building, running for class, activities, and 
the hustle of fall.  It would be nice to 
catch a few more rains during the month 
of August.   
 

I hope everyone has spent time with 
family and friends and had a chance to 
enjoy.  I know an exciting part of school 
for me is to see our students come back. I 
am always amazed at how they have 
grown and changed over the summer.  I 
enjoy watching them move into a new 
class, with new teachers, and seeing the 
excitement as they rekindle their 
friendships. 
 

Please remember that this year is NSAA 
rollback – that is every seven years 
NSAA rolls back the start of practice and 
state events, the 2024-2025 is that year.  
 

Bus Routes:  
Our bus routes are continuing to change 
and be added to as students have moved 
into the district.  We will plan to have 
our routes organized and parents 
contacted approximately August 10th.  
 

Throughout the school year, please notify 
your bus driver by 6:30 a.m. if your child 
will not be riding the bus.  When you 
have advanced knowledge, your child 
will NOT be riding the bus, contact the 
school and leave a message for the 
driver. 

Roll call was taken: Barton – present, 
Niederklein – present, Sobotka – present, 
Rut – present, and Bartels – 
present.  Also present was 
Superintendent Kort, Principal Asche, 
and Principal Hull. 
 

Nothing new was added to the agenda. 
 

Niederklein moved and Barton seconded 
to excuse Davis from the meeting.  Vote 
taken:  Barton – aye, Niederklein – aye, 
Rut – aye, Sobotka – aye, and Bartels – 
aye.  Motion passed 5-0. 
 

No comments were heard from the 
public. 
 

Rut moved and Barton seconded to 
approve the consent agenda as presented. 
A. Minutes of the Monday, June 17, 

2024 Regular Meeting 
B. District Financial Report 
C. Activity Fund Report 
D. Hot Lunch Fund Report 
E. Bills 

Vote taken:  Barton – aye, Niederklein – 
aye, Rut – aye, Sobotka – aye, and 
Bartels – aye.  Motion passed 5-0. 
 

Principal Asche and Principal Hull 
presented the Curriculum Report to the 
Board. 
 

President Bartels opened the Annual 
Public Hearing on Student Fees, Parent 
Involvement, and Bullying Policies at 
6:13 p.m.  Superintendent Kort gave an 
update on the Student Fees Policy, Parent 
Involvement Policy, and Anti-Bullying 
Policy.  President Bartels closed the 
Public Hearing at 6:16 p.m. 
 

Rut moved and Barton seconded to 
appoint Superintendent Kort as the 
administrator of the Federal and State 
Programs. Vote taken:  Barton – aye, 
Niederklein – aye, Rut – aye, Sobotka – 
aye, and Bartels – aye.  Motion passed 5-0. 
 

Sobotka moved and Niederklein seconded 
to approve Policy 5416 – Student Fees 
Policy.  Vote taken:  Barton – aye, 
Niederklein – aye, Rut – aye, Sobotka – 
aye, and Bartels – aye.  Motion passed 5-0. 
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I also wanted to take an opportunity to 
celebrate the work of our Career and 
Technical Education teachers. At the 
end of the 23-24 year, we applied for 
and received an NDE ReVision Action 
Grant of nearly $94,000. These funds 
are being used to update and expand 
equipment in our welding shop and our 
Family and Consumer Science 
classroom as well as our business and 
media classes. This new equipment will 
help with our goal of providing our 
students with opportunities to use 
commercial equipment to receive 
training and explore career 
opportunities.  
 

I encourage our students to take the 
next couple of weeks to relax and 
prepare to start the new school year. I 
look forward to seeing our students and 
families on Tuesday, August 13 at our 
Open House at 5:00 p.m. The first day 
of school is Thursday, August 15, 2024 
with a 1:30 p.m. dismissal.  
 

Welcome to August!  School is just 
around the corner.  I hope that everyone 
has had a pleasant and relaxing 
summer.   
 

7-12 REGISTRATION DAY:  
Schedules will be mailed out the last 
week of July.  One side will have the 
student’s schedule and the other the 
school schedule, allowing students to 
see which class they would like to take.  
Drop/Add and New Student 
Registration is scheduled for Friday, 
August 9th, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Students and parents can stop by during 
this time to enroll or make changes to 
an existing schedule. If you need to 
schedule another time to meet, please 
call Ms. Hermsmeier or high school 
secretary, Kathy Houser. You may also 
email Ms. Hermsmeier at 
lhermsmeier@meridianmustangs.org 
with any drop/add changes.  Students 
will also be able to drop and add the 
first week of school. Please note that 
you will not be able to drop/add with 
Ms. Hermsmeier Aug 12-14 as she 
will be attending teacher in-service.  
 
 

vocal music for secondary students. 
Meridian is also welcoming three 
paraprofessionals to the elementary 
school: Michelle Jacobs, Hayley 
Petersen, and Holly Petersen. I look 
forward to their contributions to the 
Mustang Family. 
 

Back-to-school shopping can be an 
excellent way to generate enthusiasm 
for a return to full-time learning. 
Getting excited about school supply 
shopping sets the tone for the entire 
year. It is more than just going out to 
pick up the needed supplies, it is the 
kick-off for a whole new year of 
possibilities. When students are excited 
about picking out their supplies, they 
are excited to start school. When 
students are excited about school, they 
are more open to learning. School 
supply lists are available within this 
newsletter.  
 

Physicals for incoming Kindergarten 
and 7th grade students are needed prior 
to the start of school on Thursday, 
August 15. Physicals for fall activity 
participants are needed prior to the start 
of practice on Monday, August 12. 
Physical forms are available within this 
newsletter. 
 

You are welcome to attend an Open 
House on Tuesday, August 13 from 
5:00pm - 7:00pm. Students (and their 
parents) will be able to check out their 
classrooms and visit with their 
teachers. 
 

Parents of fall sports participants are 
invited to attend a VB/FB meeting at 
7:00pm on Tuesday, August 13. 

Welcome to the 2024-2025 school 
year. We are excited to welcome our 
students back into our hallways and 
classrooms!  
 

I would like to extend a warm welcome 
to our new staff members. Mrs. Julie 
Homolka will be our new instrumental 
music teacher, and Miss Lara Celesky 
will be our vocal music teacher. Miss 
Landyn Cole will be our new high 
school English teacher. We are also 
welcoming three new para educators: 
Michelle Jacobs, Hayley Petersen, and 
Holly Petersen. We are excited to have 
them all be a part of our school! 

Barton moved and Rut seconded to 
approve Policy 6400 – Parent 
Involvement Policy. Vote taken:  Barton 
– aye, Niederklein – aye, Rut – aye, 
Sobotka – aye, and Bartels – aye.  
Motion passed 5-0. 
 

Niederklein moved and Sobotka 
seconded to approve Policy 5415 – Anti-
Bullying Policy.   Vote taken:  Barton – 
aye, Niederklein – aye, Rut – aye, 
Sobotka – aye, and Bartels – aye.  
Motion passed 5-0. 
 

Barton moved and Niederklein seconded 
to approve Policy 5420 – Dating Violence.  
Vote taken:  Barton – aye, Niederklein – 
aye, Rut – aye, Sobotka – aye, and Bartels 
– aye.  Motion passed 5-0. 
 

Principal Asche and Principal Hull gave 
updates on the Elementary and High 
School Student Handbooks for the 2024-
2025 school year. 
 

Principal Asche and Principal Hull 
presented the Principals’ Reports to the 
Board. 
 

Superintendent Kort presented the 
Superintendent’s Report to the Board. 
 

The next regular meeting was set for 
Monday, August 12, 2024, at 6:00 p.m. 
 

Rut moved and Niederklein seconded to 
adjourn at 6:47 p.m.  Vote taken:  Barton 
– aye, Niederklein – aye, Rut – aye, 
Sobotka – aye, and Bartels – aye.  
Motion passed 5-0. 

Jamie Niederklein,  
Secretary Meridian District #48-0303 

 

 
 
 
 

The anticipation for the start of the 
school year is continuing to build. Only a 
short few weeks remain to get in your 
last-minute summer excursion or to 
contain your excitement.  
 
Please welcome Mrs. Julie Homolka and 
Ms. Lara Celesky, who will be sharing 
elementary music/band responsibilities. 
Mrs. Homolka will also teach 
instrumental music for secondary 
students. Ms. Celesky will also teach 

COUNSELOR’S CONNECTION 
by 

Lisa Hermsmeier 

Principally Speaking 
With Mr. Hull 

 From the Horse’s Mouth 

by Matt Asche 

mailto:lhermsmeier@meridianmustangs.org
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ACT – JUNIORS/SENIORS:  
Incoming Juniors and Seniors: 
It’s time to be thinking about the ACT! 
ACT has added dates for this upcoming 
fall.  For those of you interested in 
taking the September ACT, note that 
you must register before school begins 
in August. Go to actstudent.org to 
register. For those in need of a fee 
waiver, contact Ms. Hermsmeier.  
 

Seniors – for college admission and 
scholarships, December test is the last 
test most colleges will accept.  Keep 
that in mind when thinking about 
taking the ACT, as you will want to 
give yourself time to retake the test if 
needed. 
 

2024-2025 ACT National Test Dates:  
Registration Deadline 

August 9, 2024 
September 20, 2024 
November 8, 2024 

January 3, 2025 
February 28, 2025 

May 9, 2025 
June 6, 2025 

Test Date 
September 14, 2024 
October 26, 2024  

December 14, 2024 
February 8, 2025  

April 5, 2025 
June 14, 2025 
July 12, 2025 

 

Questions/Concerns? Contact  
Lisa Hermsmeier at 
lhermsmeier@meridianmustangs.org 
 or (402)446-7265 ext.1253 
 

Meridian Public School is excited to 
welcome 3 new teachers (Lara Celesky, 
Landyn Cole, and Julie Homolka) as 
well as 3 new paras (Michelle Jacobs, 
Hayley Petersen, and Holly Petersen) 
to our staff. Please help us to make 
them all feel at home in our 
communities. 
 

Lara Celesky:  Hello everyone! My 
name is Lara Celesky and I am one of 
the new music teachers here at 
Meridian! I will be teaching lower 
elementary general music along with 
middle and high school choir. I am 
going into my first year of teaching and 
am super excited to meet you all! I just 
graduated from the University of 
Nebraska - Lincoln this past May. In 
college, I was involved with various 
choirs along with instrumental 

Silver Dollar City theme park, Oshkosh 
Bgosh children’s clothing, and Dick’s 5 
& 10, an old fashioned dime store. It 
was a lot of fun living in a tourist area 
and I made many life long friends. I 
decided to return to Nebraska to be near 
my parents and my brother and his 
family. I have 3 nephews and a niece 
who attend Wilber Clatonia Public 
Schools. I enjoy going to their activities 
and sporting events. My hobbies are 
baking, reading, and traveling. 
 

I am excited to be at Meridian Public 
Schools! I have always enjoyed 
working with kids and I am eager to 
help them learn and have lots of fun 
along the way. 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
The Meridian Dance Team will be 
hosting a 2 Person Scramble on 
September 22, 2024. Tee off is at 9:00 
a.m. at Hidden Hills Country Club in 
Beatrice. The $55 entry fee will include 
a cart and lunch. More information will 
be shared as it becomes available. 
 

2024-2025 PHYSICALS 
All student athletes, 
Kindergarteners, 7th Graders, 
foreign exchange students, and 
students who move to our district 
from out of state are required to 
have Nebraska physicals, and State 
school immunization requirements 
must be met. In addition to a 
physical, Kindergarten, foreign 
exchange students, and students 
who move to our district from out 
of state will need an eye exam. 
Kindergarten and 7th Grade 
students will need a urine sample, so 
please pick up a sterile cup from the 
clinic ahead of time. Students must 
bring all forms with their name and 
date of birth on each as indicated - 
including the medical history form. 
These forms also require a signature 
by a parent or guardian.  
 

Physical forms can be found at the back 
of this newsletter, at the District Office 
of Meridian Public Schools, or on the 
NSAA website (nsaa.home). Please fill 
out all of the attached forms. You 
need to include a signed NSAA 
Parent and Student Consent form 
when you turn your physicals in to 
the school. Student athletes are NOT 
allowed to play without a completed 
NSAA consent form on file at the 
school. 

ensembles too. Outside of music, I 
love to go on walks, catch up with 
friends and family, and love to go on 
adventures near or far. I'll see you all 
soon! Don't hesitate to reach out if 
you have any questions!  
 

Landyn Cole: Hello everyone! My 
name is Ms. Cole and I am 
Meridian’s new Secondary English 
and Speech teacher! I attended the 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln, 
where I worked as a Writing Center 
Consultant and Writing Fellow and 
graduated with a Bachelor of Arts 
degree. During my undergrad, I also 
interned at a non-profit, Lincoln 
Literacy, where I had the opportunity 
to teach English as a foreign language 
to students from all around the world! 
When I’m not studying or working, I 
enjoy reading fiction, going for walks 
at Holmes Lake, and spending time 
with friends (usually binge-watching 
a reality tv show). I’m very excited to 
meet the Mustang students, faculty, 
and community members this August. 
Go Mustangs! 
 

Julie Homolka: My name is Julie 
Homolka. I live in Western with my 
husband, Kevin, and daughter, Jessa. I 
have a Bachelor's of Music degree 
from Hastings College and am 
currently working on my Masters in 
Curriculum and Instruction and 
Special Education endorsement from 
Doane. In my free time, I love 
cooking, playing board games and 
playing music with my friends. I'm 
excited to join the Meridian Staff.   
 

Michelle Jacobs:  Hi! My name is 
Michelle Jacobs. My husband and I are 
originally from Denver, Colorado and 
moved out here to enjoy the country life 
about 14 years ago. (Best decision ever!) I 
have two daughters and 3 grandchildren.  
 

We love everything about this area 
and spend a lot of time out in nature 
exploring, camping, hunting, and 
taking pictures.  
 

I'm very excited to be a part of the 
Meridian family and look forward to 
getting to know everyone!  
 

Holly Petersen: Hi! My name is 
Holly Petersen. I grew up in Swanton, 
NE and graduated from Tri County 
High School. For the past 22 years I 
lived in the Branson, MO area. While 
I was living in the Ozarks, I worked at 
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   Shout ‘til the echoes ring…    For the glory of our team!    
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   Go Mustangs!    
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Husker Rehab                     
504 E St. 
Fairbury, NE 
402.729.2639 
www.huskerrehab.com 
 



   Go Mustangs!    

Page 18                           Meridian Public School, District 48-0303                                                 August, 2024


