
If your child is driving to or from 
school please remind them that we are 
in the season when the farmers are 
going to be moving equipment as they 
are preparing the fields for planting.  It 
is so important to be prepared when 
driving over a hill - there might be a 
tractor just out of sight so please slow 
down. 
 

MAP testing will begin during the 
month of April for the students in 
grades 3 -8.  The juniors have taken the 
ACT test on March 25th, in Beatrice at 
the ESU.   

Board of Education 
Meridian Public Schools 

District – 48-0303 
Daykin, Nebraska, 68338 
Monday, March 10, 2025 

 

Regular March 10, 2025 Meeting 
Meridian Public School Board of 
Education met on March 10, 2025, as 
per notice in the Fairbury Journal-News. 
 

President Rut called the meeting to 
order at 7:00 p.m.  The open meeting 
law information was presented. 
 

Roll call was taken: Barton – present, 
Niederklein – present, Sobotka – 
present, Bartels – present, and Rut – 
present.  Also present were 
Superintendent Kort, Principal Asche, 
and Principal Hull. 
 

Nothing new was added to the agenda. 
 

Bartels moved and Niederklein 
seconded to excuse Davis from the 
meeting. Vote taken:  Barton – aye, 
Niederklein – aye, Sobotka – aye, 
Bartels – aye, and Rut – aye. Motion 
passed 5-0. 
 

No comments were heard from the 
public. 
 

A special congratulation to Isaac Thomas 
as he qualified for state speech that is 
being held March 21st, at Kearney.  Good 
Luck!!!! 
 

Spring is here – well most days, as I am 
writing this article I see we have snow 
forecasted for this upcoming weekend 
and possibly Monday.  Since we can’t 
change it we might as well enjoy the 
variety offered with the Nebraska 
weather.  We will take the moisture 
though.   
 

Last year when I wrote my April 
newsletter I talked about the forecasted 
snow – this year I am writing about last 
week’s snow.  On Tuesday night, before 
donkey basketball, it was 79 degrees 
outside and I had made the all call to 
cancel school because of a forecasted 
blizzard.  They assured us the storm was 
going to hit and hit hard.  It was hard to 
believe, but I have to say the forecasters 
did predict that one.   It has been many 
years since there had been that many 
poles snapped and people without power 
for such long stretches.  In our area I 
want to send a Thank You to everyone 
associated with Norris Power Company 
as they did an amazing job to restore so 
many homes without power in a timely 
manner.   
 

We are a few weeks into the 4th quarter 
and it is hard to believe but our seniors 
will be graduating in approximately 6 
weeks.  Parents please be aware of all the 
events going on and help remind your 
students to stay focused on their 
academics.  
 

Meridian will be hosting our annual track 
meet at Friend Public School on April 
7th, with a start time of 10:00 a.m.  Mr. 
Asche will be contacting people to help.  
If you are able and willing to help please 
feel free to reach out to Mr. Asche. 
 

Sobotka moved and Barton seconded to 
approve the consent agenda as presented. 
A. Minutes of the Monday, February 

10, 2025, Regular Meeting 
B. District Financial Report 
C. Activity Fund Report 
D. Hot Lunch Fund Report 
E. Bills    

Vote taken:  Barton – aye, Niederklein – 
aye, Sobotka – aye, Bartels – aye, and 
Rut – aye. Motion passed 5-0. 
 

Principal Hull presented the Curriculum 
Report to the Board. 
 

Niederklein moved and Bartels seconded 
to accept, with regrets, the resignation of 
Ms. Celesky.  Vote taken:  Vote taken:  
Barton – aye, Niederklein – aye, Sobotka 
– aye, Bartels – aye, and Rut – aye. 
Motion passed 5-0. 
 

Sobotka moved and Barton seconded to 
approve the hire of Grace Ellis as the 
high school English teacher.  Vote taken:  
Barton – aye, Niederklein – aye, Sobotka 
– aye, Bartels – aye, and Rut – aye. 
Motion passed 5-0. 
 

Cody Turner requested to be approved 
for early graduation next school year.  
Cody explained to the Board his reasons 
for wanting to graduate early.  He 
presented three letters of 
recommendation from staff members 
who were all in support of Cody 
graduating early.  Cody has satisfied all 
of the criteria for the Early Completion 
Plan.  Sobotka moved and Bartels 
seconded to approve Cody’s request for 
early graduation.  Vote taken:  Barton – 
aye, Niederklein – aye, Sobotka – aye, 
Bartels – aye, and Rut – aye. Motion 
passed 5-0. 
 

Bartels moved and Niederklein seconded 
to approve the transfer of the State 
Apportionment of the District’s share of 
the Temporary School Fund to the Lunch 
Fund.  Vote taken:  Barton – aye, 
Niederklein – aye, Sobotka – aye, Bartels 
– aye, and Rut – aye. Motion passed 5-0. 
 

Principal Ashce presented the Elementary 
Principal’s Report and Principal Hull 
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consistency are important for 
students to be able to give their best 
efforts.  
Parents are reminded that even though 
Parent-Teacher Conferences were a few 
short weeks ago, you are encouraged to 
follow up with your child’s teachers. 
We get to stay vigilant in meeting the 
needs of our students. 
 

I want to recognize JD Adam on his 
third place finish at 175lbs at State 
Wrestling this year. He should be proud 
of his accomplishments throughout his 
storied career. 
 

Isaac Thomas placed third in 
Extemporaneous Speaking at District 
Speech. Isaac has qualified to compete 
at State Speech on March 28 at 
Kearney.  
 

Meridian is proud to host several 
upcoming events. On April 4, Meridian 
will be the site of a JH Honor Clinic 
(both vocal and instrumental). There is 
no school for students that day. April 7, 
Meridian hosts our HS track meet at 
Friend. Also on April 7, Meridian is the 
site of a Family Science Fair in 
coordination with Edgerton Explorit 
Center at 6:00PM. Finally, April 8, 
Meridian hosts a JH track meet at 
McCool Junction. 

Matt Asche 

April means Junior High and High 
School track meets, state conventions, 
and band and choir contests. We are 
excited for our students to compete, 
learn, and grow in all of these events. I 
want to congratulate Isaac Thomas on 
qualifying for State Speech in Extemp. 
We are also proud of Taelyn Filipi and 
Jaylee Sobotka who represented 
Meridian in the MUDECAS All-Star 
game. I also want to congratulate JD 
Adam on his 3rd pace finish at state 
wrestling. We also want to congratulate 
our Quiz Bowl team on qualifying for 
the state competition to be held later 
this month. 
 

A year ago we celebrated the hard work 
of our School Improvement Team as 
we completed our five-year review. 
This team is hard at work this year 
reviewing perceptual data, student 
achievement data, and our previous exit 
report in order to set goals and priorities 

be sure of the farmer’s intentions and 
that it’s safe to do so. 

• No Passing Zones: Be aware of and 
obey “No Passing” zones, especially 
near intersections, bridges and railroad 
crossings. 

• Yield: Give way to large farm 
vehicles, especially if they are 
traveling in the opposite direction and 
cannot safely pull over. 

• Share the Road: Be mindful of the 
farmer’s right to use the road and 
allow them space to operate their 
equipment. 

• Be Mindful of Height: Be aware of 
overhead obstacles like power lines 
and low bridges, especially when 
encountering tall equipment. 

 

FOR FARMERS: 
•Use Proper Signaling: Ensure all 
warning lights, flags, and slow-
moving vehicle emblems are visible 
and operational. 

• Be Mindful of Traffic: Pay attention 
to traffic conditions and be prepared 
to pull over or yield when necessary. 

• Plan Routes Strategically: Choose 
routes that minimize traffic and 
potential hazards. 

• Drive Safely: Follow all traffic laws 
and drive defensively, anticipating 
potential hazards. 

• Be Aware of Wide Turns: Be aware 
your farm equipment may need to 
make wide turns and be prepared to 
signal and yield accordingly. 

• Be Aware of Height: Be mindful of 
the height of your equipment and 
avoid power lines, low bridges, and 
other overhead obstacles. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

And then there was one…three 
quarters are behind us. As a 
reminder to students and parents, 
we still have one quarter in front of 
us. That remaining 4th quarter is an 
important one with essential 
academic student measurements 
(NSCAS, MAP, etc.), field trips, 
and other year-end projects for our 
elementary students. During our 
state testing window, routines and 

presented the Junior High/High School 
Principal’s Report to the Board. 
 

Superintendent Kort presented the 
Superintendent’s Report to the Board. 
 

Bartels moved and Barton seconded to 
approve the 2025-2026 contract for 
Principal Matthew Asche and Principal 
Alex Hull with a 3.3% increase to 
$98,325.   Vote taken:  Barton – aye, 
Niederklein – aye, Sobotka – aye, Bartels 
– aye, and Rut – aye. Motion passed 5-0. 
 

Bartels moved and Barton seconded to 
approve the 2025-2026 contract for 
Superintendent Randy Kort with a 3.3% 
increase to $152,400.  Vote taken:  
Barton – aye, Niederklein – aye, Sobotka 
– aye, Bartels – aye, and Rut – aye. 
Motion passed 5-0. 
 

The Americanism Committee will meet 
on Monday, April 14, 2025 at 6:45 p.m.  
The next regular meeting was set for 
Monday, April 14, 2025, at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Niederklein moved and Bartels seconded 
to adjourn at 7:50 p.m.  Vote taken:  
Barton – aye, Niederklein – aye, Sobotka 
– aye, Bartels – aye, and Rut – aye. 
Motion passed 5-0. 

Jamie Niederklein,  
Secretary Meridian District #48-0303 

To ensure road safety when encountering 
farm equipment, drivers should slow 
down, maintain a safe distance, be aware 
of wide turns, and avoid passing in 
unsafe areas, while farmers should use 
proper signaling and be mindful of traffic 
conditions.  
 

Here's a more detailed breakdown: 
FOR DRIVERS: 
• Be Patient and Aware: Farm 
equipment travels at slower speeds (5-
15 mph) and makes wide turns, so be 
patient and avoid rushing or attempting 
unsafe passes. 

• Slow Down and Maintain Distance: 
Reduce speed and increase following 
distance to allow for maneuvering and 
potential stops. 

• Don’t Assume: Don’t assume the 
farmer will pull over or that it’s safe to 
pass, especially if the shoulder is unsafe 
or if the farmer is making a wide turn. 

• Check for Intensions: Before passing, 

Principally Speaking 
With Mr. Hull 

 From the Horse’s Mouth 

by Matt Asche 

SCHOOL SAFETY 
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for the coming years. I am proud of the 
work that is taking place in this 
committee and we are excited to firm 
up our goals and begin the next phases 
of our process! 
 

Finally, I want to thank the community 
for their support of our school and our 
activities. Student Council’s Donkey 
Basketball was a great reminder of the 
strong partnership between our school 
and the communities we serve. It was a 
tremendous success for our Student 
Council who was raising funds for 
Make a Wish! Thank you to our great 
community members who are active in 
supporting our school! 

Spring is officially here, which means 
it’s time to start thinking about 
schedules for next year! I have met 
with students in grades 6-11 to get an 
idea of the classes they would like to 
take. Once a schedule is set for next 
year, students will have a chance to 
finalize their selections. As a reminder, 
all Meridian high school students need 
4 years of English and Social Studies, 3 
years of Math and Science, 2 years of 
Fine Arts, 1 year each of Technology, 
Physical Education, and Vocational or 
Foreign Language. Parents, please be 
sure to discuss your student’s plan for 
the upcoming year.  
 

Once again, next year’s Junior and 
Senior students will have an 
opportunity to take dual-credit online 
college classes. Certain requirements to 
participate in these classes do apply. 
Right now, we utilize college resources 
through Peru State College, Southeast 
Community College, and Doane 
University. Students have been 
informed of these offerings. Parents, if 
you have questions regarding these 
opportunities, please talk to your child 
or feel free to contact me.  
 

Seniors … it’s decision time! If you 
haven’t done so already, it’s time to 
choose the college that’s the right fit 
for you. Compare your college 
acceptance letters, financial aid award 
notifications, and campus visit notes. 
List the pros and cons of each school 
using the following criteria:  

• Location – Is the college too 
close? If you come home every 
weekend, you won’t experience 
true campus life. Is the college too 
far away? If so, you may not make 
it home as often as you’d like.  

• Cost – Can your family afford the 
school? What can you expect for 
financial aid beyond your 
freshman year? Did you receive 
renewable scholarships? How 
much in student and parent loans 
will you need to cover expenses?  

• Academic program – Which 
college offers the degree program 
that best fits your career interests? 
What happens if you change 
majors? Does the college offer 
other degree programs that interest 
you?  

• Student life – Does the school 
offer activities you will enjoy? Do 
you like the living arrangements 
provided by the school? Will you 
have an opportunity to work on or 
near campus? 

Make your final decision by May 1 
and then notify the colleges you’re 
rejecting so they can offer your spot, 
and any financial aid, to another 
student.  
 

REMINDER: Local scholarships are 
due APRIL 15th! The application 
forms for all scholarships are found 
on the school website under the 
administration-counselor tab. Be sure 
to follow directions and complete all 
steps of each application. Also, you 
need to let me know of any 
scholarships you receive, as those 
scholarships will be announced at 
graduation.  
 

If you haven’t completed the FAFSA 
yet, now is the time to do so! 
Remember, the FAFSA will provide 
you with a Student Aid Report, which 
will determine your financial aid 
eligibility for next year. All seniors 
are required to submit the FAFSA or 
fill out an opt-out form before they 
graduate. 
 

Juniors: Many of you have taken the 
opportunity this spring to visit a 
college of interest. I would encourage 
more of you to do this if you can find 
time around spring events. If you 
need help scheduling a visit, let me 
know! When you visit, remember to 
take a “Campus Visit Form” with you 
so the office can mark it as an 
excused absence.  

COUNSELOR’S CONNECTION 
by 

Lisa Hermsmeier 

Juniors… these questions will help 
you narrow your college choices 
By picking your top colleges now, 
you’ll be better prepared to apply for 
financial aid and college admission 
early next fall. Start by answering these 
questions: 
 

What do you want to study? 
Explore your career interest and then 
research colleges that offer programs in 
areas you may want to pursue.  
 

What kind of school do you want to 
attend? 
Do you prefer a large university or a 
small college? Are you interested in a 
community college? What kind of 
student/teacher ratio do you want? 
 

Where do you want to go to college?   
Do you want to live close to home or 
far away? Do you want to be in a major 
city or a small town? How big of a 
factor is out-of-state or private school 
tuition? If you want to go out of state, 
investigate programs like the Midwest 
Student Exchange Program which may 
provide discounted tuition. 
 

What can you afford?  
Consider overall costs: tuition, room 
and board, books, transportation, and 
personal expenses. Determine what you 
and your parents can afford to pay out-
of-pocket and plan to apply for 
financial aid to help make up the 
difference. Calculate the loan debt you 
and your parents may need to incur to 
pay for your college education.  
 

Reminder: The registration deadline for 
the June 14th ACT is May 9th. Go to 
www.actstudent.org to register. Fee 
waivers are available for students who 
qualify for free/reduced lunch – visit 
with Ms. Hermsmeier if you would like 
a waiver. If you have questions or 
concerns at any time, please feel free to 
contact me!  
Lisa Hermsmeier, School Counselor 
lhermsmeier@meridianmustangs.org  
402-446-7265 ext. 1253 
 

PRE-K  AND KINDERGARTEN 

PARENTS’ MEETINGS  
If your child has turned four by July 31, 
2025, they are eligible for Pre-K and if 
they have turned 5 by that date, they 
need to be registered for Kindergarten. 
Please contact Kelli Schoenbeck at 
Meridian (402-446-7265 extension 4) to 
let us know if you are interested in 
registering your child for  the 2025-2026 



   We’ll give a cheer for the varsity…     Long may they reign supreme … 

Page 4                Meridian Public School, District 48-0303                          April, 2025 

school year. The parents’ meeting will 
begin in the Commons of Meridian on 
April 14th, 2025, at 6:00 p.m.. The Pre-
K and Kindergarten will separate and go 
to their perspective rooms to meet with 
the teacher immediately following the 
group meeting. Meridian Public Schools 
will be sending packets to those who 
have shown an interest in registering 
their child. Included in these packets 
will be information as to what materials 
we will need to enroll your student. 

2025 AWARDS BANQUET 
The 2025 Meridian Public Schools’ 
Awards Banquet will be held on May 
9th, 2025. Ricky’s will cater the meal 
and start serving at 5:30 p.m. The 
awards ceremony will start at 6:00 p.m. 
We will need to get an accurate head 
count. Please contract Trish at 402-446-
7265 extension 2 or 
tendorf@meridianmustangs.org by 
May 1st, and let her know how many 
in your family will be attending. 

PLANT SALES 
Meridian students will not be selling 
plants and seeds through Janet’s Jungle 
this year. If you are interested in plants, 
Meridian FFA will be selling a variety 
from Friday, April 24th, through 
Saturday, April 26th, 2025.  Additional 
information is available on the flier on 
page 9 of this newsletter. If you have 
any questions, please contact Emilye 
Yowell.  
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Husker Rehab                     
504 E St. 
Fairbury, NE 
402.729.2639 
www.huskerrehab.com 
 


