
a child attending a nonpublic school 
that has been, or may be, identified 
with a disability and attend a nonpublic 
school within the boundaries of 
Meridian Public School, are urged to 
attend. If you have further questions 
pertaining to this meeting, please 
contact Randy Kort at 402-446- 7265. 
 

Board of Education 
Meridian Public Schools 

District – 48-0303 
Daykin, Nebraska, 68338 
Monday, May 13, 2024 

 

Regular April 8, 2024 Meeting 
Meridian Public School Board of 
Education met on May 13, 2024, as per 
notice in the Fairbury Journal-News. 
 

President Bartels called the meeting to 
order at 7:00 p.m.  The open meeting 
law information was presented. 
 

Roll call was taken: Niederklein – 
present, Sobotka – present, Rut – 
present, Davis – present, and Bartels – 
present.  Also present were 
Superintendent Kort, Principal Drees, 
and Principal Hull. 
 

Nothing new was added to the agenda. 
 

Niederklein moved and Rut seconded 
to excuse Barton from the meeting.  
Vote taken: Niederklein – aye, Sobotka 
– aye, Rut – aye, Davis – aye, and 
Bartels – aye.  Motion passed 5-0. 
 

No comments were heard from the 
public. 
 

Sobotka moved and Davis seconded to 
approve the consent agenda as 
presented. 
A. Minutes of the Monday, April 8, 

2024, 2024 Regular Meeting 

B. District Financial Report 

C. Activity Fund Report 

D. Hot Lunch Fund Report 

E. Bills  
Vote taken: Niederklein – aye, Sobotka 
– aye, Rut – aye, Davis – aye, and 
Bartels – aye.  Motion passed 5-0. 

It is with great pride I have seen the 10th 
graduating class from Meridian since I 
was hired here.  It is such a great 
experience to see the success these 
students have earned over the past 
decade and what fine young men and 
women have walked these halls.   
 

State track was held on May 17 and 18, 
with Kolten Kumpf finishing 4th in the 
shot put.  The other participants were 
High Jump: Colby Smith; 4x800: 
McKenzie Hofstetter, Maria Dimas, 
Kendall Filipi, and Evelyn Woitalewicz; 
Pole Vault: McKenzie Hofstetter; 100 
Hurdles: Tyleigh Gooding; 300 Hurdles: 
Kendall Filipi; 4x100: McKenzie 
Hofstetter, Saege Barnell, Braxtyn Rut, 
and Tyleigh Gooding. What a great 
representation from our students! 
 

Please continue to support our students 
during the summer as baseball and 
softball season has begun and will 
continue through June and early July. 
 

If you have not enrolled your student in 
summer school and are wanting to, 
please contact the school asap. 
Summer School Dates: 

June 4, 5, 11, 12, 18, 19, 25, 26 
July 2, 9, 16 

 

PUBLIC NOTICE: 
On June 3, 2024, at 11:30 a.m., a 
meeting conducted by Meridian Public 
School will take place in Room 113 at 
Meridian Public School. The purpose of 
the meeting will be to provide an 
opportunity for parents and 
representatives of nonpublic schools to 
participate in the development of a plan 
for providing special education services 
to children with disabilities who attend 
nonpublic schools and home-schools 
which are within the Meridian Public 
School district for the 2024-2025 school 
year. Parents of a homeschooled child or 

Principal Drees and Principal Hull 
presented the Curriculum Report to the 
Board. 
 

Superintendent Kort recognized the State 
Track qualifiers.  The boys who qualified 
were Kolton Kumpf and Colby Smith.  
The girls were Kendall Filipi, Braxton 
Rut, Saege Barnell, Tyleiah Gooding, 
Evelyn Woitalewicz, McKenzie 
Hofstetter, and Maria Dimas.  Taelyn 
Filipi and Avery Harrington served as 
alternates. 
 

Superintendent Kort presented the new 
Crossroads Conference volleyball and 
basketball brackets which now include 
Twin Rivers Public Schools. 
 

Superintendent Kort informed the Board 
that the milk bid from Highland Dairy 
has increased from 37 cents per carton of 
white milk to 39 cents per carton.  Davis 
moved and Rut seconded to approve the 
bid from Highland Dairy for the 2024-
2025 school year.  Vote taken: 
Niederklein – aye, Sobotka – aye, Rut – 
aye, Davis – aye, and Bartels – aye.  
Motion passed 5-0. 
 

Sobotka moved and Niederklein 
seconded to approve a 4% wage increase 
for the non-certified staff.  Vote taken: 
Niederklein – aye, Sobotka – aye, Rut – 
aye, Davis – aye, and Bartels – aye.  
Motion passed 5-0. 
 

Principal Drees and Principal Hull 
presented the Principals’ Reports to the 
Board. 
 

Superintendent Kort presented the 
Superintendent’s Report to the Board. 
 

The next regular meeting was set for 
Monday, June 17, 2024, at 6:00 p.m. 
 

Davis moved and Niederklein seconded 
to adjourn at 7:30 p.m.  Vote taken: 
Niederklein – aye, Sobotka – aye, Rut – 
aye, Davis – aye, and Bartels – aye.  
Motion passed 5-0. 

Jamie Niederklein,  
Secretary Meridian District #48-0303 
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Hail to the varsity…  Cheer them along the way… 

The Resilience Scholarship:  
Ashauna Davis 

MUDECAS Scholarship (David 
Endorf Sportsmanship Award):  

Kymber Schwisow 
Peyton VanWesten Memorial 

Scholarship 
Kymber Schwisow and (Alternate) 

Kaira Niederklein 
Class of 2020 Scholarship in Memory 

of Peyton VanWesten 
Evelyn Woitalewicz 
Kymber Schwisow 

The Kathy Houser “Pay It Forward” 
Scholarship 

The Class of 2024 
Beau Buresh 

Ashauna Davis 
Ana Dimas 

Mario Escobar 
Tyleiah Gooding 
Peyton Hinrichs 

Jackson Huls 
Kolton Kumpf 

Kaira Niederklein 
Jaala Stewart 

Evelyn Woitalewicz 
Kymber Schwisow 

 

Odds & Ends: Final report cards have 
been mailed (if you haven’t received 
one, contact the school). Students in 
grades 9-11 put in their request for 
classes for next year.  Your student 
received this on the last day of school.  
We will also send home their schedule 
this summer with information for the 
2024-2025 school year.  After 
schedules are mailed, changes to your 
child’s 2024-2025 class schedule can be 
made in August during the Drop/Add 
day. Keep an eye on the August 
calendar for this and other important 
beginning of school dates. 
 

2024-2025 PHYSICALS 
Jefferson Community Health and Life 
Fairbury Clinic will be offering  sports 
physicals to students of any grade by 
appointment. For more information, 
please see the flier at the back of this 
newsletter. All student athletes, 
Kindergarteners, 7th Graders, foreign 
exchange students, and students who 
move to our district from out of state 
are required to have Nebraska 
physicals, and State school 
immunization requirements must be 
met. In addition to a physical, 
Kindergarten, foreign exchange 
students, and students who move to our 
district from out of state will need an 
eye exam. Kindergarten and 7th Grade 

we will also be participating in summer 
professional development and taking 
time to review, update, or further 
develop the ways we help and support 
students and staff.  
 

I want to congratulate Mrs. Lori 
Pohlmann on her retirement from her 
para position. I also want to thank Mrs. 
Maureen Halama for her time at 
Meridian as vocal music teacher as she 
is taking a teaching position in another 
district. Finally, I want to thank Miss 
Leslie Drees for her efforts here both as 
band director and principal. I greatly 
appreciate her help and collegiality as I 
came into the principal role this past 
year. I wish them all the best of luck in 
their next steps.  

At the graduation ceremony held on 
May 11th, I announced the local 
scholarship winners. I would like to 
thank all of the donors of these 
scholarships for so generously 
contributing to the post-secondary 
education of our students. New 
scholarships are always welcome so 
please contact the counseling office if 
you are interested in providing a 
scholarship for future classes. This is 
the list of the local scholarship winners 
for the Class of 2024. 

Meridian Partners in Education 
Scholarship: 

Mario Escobar, Kaira Niederklein, 
Kymber Schwisow, Jaala Stewart, 

Evelyn Woitalewicz 
Meridian Foundation Scholarship:  
Ashauna Davis, Kaira Niederklein, 
Kymber Schwisow, Jaala Stewart, 

Evelyn Woitalewicz 
Meridian Education Association 

Scholarship:  
Peyton Hinrichs 

Meridian Alumni Scholarship:  
Kaira Niederklein 

 LaVerne & Florence Schweer 
Memorial Scholarship:  

Kaira Niederklein 
The Achiever Scholarship (Gary 

Johnson Family):  
Kaira Niederklein 

Western Community Club 
Kymber Schwisow 
Evelyn Woitalewicz 

Crossroads Conference Scholarship:  
Evelyn Woitalewicz 

School’s out for summer!! Well, almost. 
Teachers have been busy cleaning their 
classrooms to prepare for summer 
cleaning. The summer crew has already 
started projects to get the school into 
great shape for next year, and we’re 
getting ready for some students to return 
for summer school. The school may be 
quieter, but there’s always planning and 
prep work to do for students and staff to 
return in the fall.  
 

We had a great school year, and it’s been 
nice to take some time at the end to 
reflect on all the wonderful things about 
Meridian. I can’t thank the students, 
staff, administration, and community 
members enough for all your support. 
You are all what makes Meridian such a 
great place. I am thankful to have been a 
part of Meridian for the last six years, 
and even though I won’t be teaching next 
year, I will still continue to cheer 
everyone on from the sidelines. I hope 
everyone has a relaxing and fun-filled 
summer. I’ll see you at ball games!  

I want to begin by congratulating our 
state track qualifiers: McKenzie 
Hofstetter, Kendall Filipi, Maria Dimas, 
Evelyn Woitalewicz, Saege Barnell, 
Braztyn Rutt, Tyleigha Gooding, Kolton 
Kumpf, and Colby Smith! I would also 
like to take this opportunity to 
congratulate the Class of 2024! We had a 
beautiful day for graduation, and it was a 
wonderful event. 
 

This summer our students will be hard at 
work in the weight room and at camps. 
We are excited for these opportunities for 
our athletes, and we are grateful for the 
work of our coaches to help our athletes 
improve. Mr. Hofstetter and his summer 
staff will be hard at work as well 
cleaning, repairing, and preparing the 
buildings and grounds for next year.  
 

This summer we have a number of staff 
participating in professional development 
opportunities and conferences as well as 
taking classes. As an administrative staff, 

“The Dish” 
with Drees 

COUNSELOR’S CONNECTION 
by 

Lisa Hermsmeier 

Principally Speaking 
With Mr. Hull 



   Onward to victory…       May they win again today… 
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students will need a urine sample, so 
please pick up a sterile cup from the 
clinic ahead of time. Physicals must be 
completed before August 1, 2024. 
Students must bring all forms with 
their name and date of birth on each 
as indicated - including the medical 
history form. These forms also 
require a signature by a parent or 
guardian.  If a student comes to their 
appointment without completed 
forms, they will need to reschedule 
their physical. 

Mark Your Calendars! 
Western Community Club would like to 
announce the annual Old Settlers Picnic 
will be held the third weekend of July 
(July 19-21) featuring fun for the whole 
family with events such as cornhole, 
sand volleyball, car/tractor shows, kid 
games, lots of delicious food and live 
entertainment including Polka and The 
String Beans. For more details, follow 
along on the Western, NE, the village  
not the general area, Facebook page. 

Physical forms can be found at the 
back of this newsletter, at the District 
Office of Meridian Public Schools, or 
on the NSAA website (nsaa.home). 
Please fill out all of the attached 
forms. You need to include a signed 
NSAA Parent and Student Consent 
form when you turn your physicals 
in to the school. Student athletes are 
NOT  allowed to play without a 
completed NSAA consent form on 
file at the school. 



   We’ll give a cheer for the varsity…     Long may they reign supreme … 
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7th-12th Grade Volleyball Skills Camp 

June 3rd, 2024 
 

9:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
With One Hour Lunch Break 

 

Cost of the camp is $30.00 per athlete. 
Make checks payable to “Highland Community College” 

Please fill out the bottom of this page and 
bring it with you to the camp. 

 
The camp is designed to focus on basic volleyball  

fundamentals, techniques of each skill, team-building  
activities, components of strong work ethic and enjoying 

competition with teammates! 
 

Remember to bring a water bottle! 

 
Student Name:   Grade (Fall ‘24):   
 
I give permission for my daughter to participate in Summer Skills Camp. I know of  no     
condition that would prevent my daughter from participating in the activities. I waive and          
release any and all rights and claims for damages I may have against Meridian Public Schools,   
Highland Community College or any of their representatives for any damages that may be 
sustained or suffered during the camp. I realize insurance is not provided by Meridian Public 
Schools and therefore I assume all risk of injury. 
 
 

Parent/Guardian Name (please print):    
 
Parent/Guardian Signature:    
 
Date:    Emergency Contact Phone #:   



   Shout ‘til the echoes ring…    For the glory of our team!    
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   Go Mustangs! 
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Husker Rehab                     
504 E St. 
Fairbury, NE 
402.729.2639 
www.huskerrehab.com 
 


