
Roll call was taken: Barton – present, 
Niederklein – present, Sobotka – 
present, Rut – present, Davis – present, 
and Bartels – present.  Also present 
was Superintendent Kort, Principal 
Drees, and Principal Hull. 
 

Nothing new was added to the agenda. 
 

No comments were heard from the 
public. 
 

Rut moved and Davis seconded to 
approve the consent agenda as 
presented. 
A. Minutes of the Monday, May 13, 

2024 Regular Meeting 
B. District Financial Report 
C. Activity Fund Report 
D. Hot Lunch Fund Report 
E. Bills 

Vote taken: Barton – aye, Niederklein 
– aye, Sobotka – aye, Rut – aye, Davis 
– aye, and Bartels – aye.  Motion 
passed 6-0. 
 

Principal Drees and Principal Hull 
presented the Curriculum Report to the 
Board. 
 

Sobotka moved and Niederklein 
seconded to approve Dana Cole as the 
auditors for the 2023-2024 budget year. 
Vote taken: Barton – aye, Niederklein 
– aye, Sobotka – aye, Rut – aye, Davis 
– aye, and Bartels – aye.  Motion 
passed 6-0. 
 

Superintendent Kort proposed the 
following school lunch prices for the 
2024-2025 school year.  

Rut moved and Barton seconded to 
approved the proposed lunch prices for 
the 2024-2025 school year.  Vote 
taken: Barton – aye, Niederklein – aye, 
Sobotka – aye, Rut – aye, Davis – aye, 
and Bartels – aye.  Motion passed 6-0. 
 

SUMMER 2024 
Watching as the corn shoots up, pivots 
start to run, and a few fields of wheat 
being cut just indicates it is SUMMER. It 
has been great seeing everything nice and 
green this year. Please be careful as 
everyone is traveling the area and watch 
out for the wheat harvest equipment. 
 

Please take time to get away with family 
and enjoy, as school and activities will be 
starting in just six and a half weeks. 
 

BUSING 
Parents will be notified of the busing 
times and routes the second week of 
August. 
 

PHYSICALS 
Reminder that if you have not had your 
student athlete, Kindergartener, or 7th 
Grader in for a physical, please get that 
scheduled before the start of school. 
 

POSITIONS OPEN 
We are looking for paraprofessional help - 
one position has the possibility of a 2 day 
work week. If you are interested please 
call Mr. Kort at 402-446-7265 Ext 1112. 
 

SCHOOL WEBSITE 
Stay updated with the District news by 
visiting the Meridian Public Schools 
website (www.meridianmustangs.org). 
 

Board of Education 
Meridian Public Schools 

District – 48-0303 
Daykin, Nebraska, 68338 
Monday, June 17, 2024 

 

Regular June 17, 2024 Meeting 
Meridian Public School Board of 
Education met on June 17, 2024, as per 
notice in the Fairbury Journal-News. 
 

President Bartels called the meeting to 
order at 6:00 p.m.  The open meeting law 
information was presented. 

Superintendent Kort presented the yearly 
contract for Southeast Nebraska Regional 
Program Interlocal Agreement for the 
Deaf or Hard of Hearing.  Barton moved 
and Davis seconded to approve the 
yearly contract for the SNRP Deaf or 
Hard of Hearing Agreement.  Vote taken: 
Barton – aye, Niederklein – aye, Sobotka 
– aye, Rut – aye, Davis – aye, and 
Bartels – aye.  Motion passed 6-0. 
 

Superintendent Kort proposed moving 
the remaining balance in the Technology 
Fund Account to the General Fund 
Account.  The Technology Fund Account 
has not been used in years and there is 
now a monthly bank fee assessed to this 
account.  Sobotka moved and 
Niederklein seconded to move the 
balance of the Technology Fund Account 
to the General Fund Account and close 
out the Technology Fund Account.  Vote 
taken: Barton – aye, Niederklein – aye, 
Sobotka – aye, Rut – aye, Davis – aye, 
and Bartels – aye.  Motion passed 6-0. 
 

Superintendent Kort presented the results 
of the 2024 Census to the Board.  Davis 
moved and Rut seconded to approve the 
2024 Census.  Vote taken: Barton – aye, 
Niederklein – aye, Sobotka – aye, Rut – 
aye, Davis – aye, and Bartels – aye.  
M324otion passed 6-0. 
 

Mr. Matthew Asche will be the 
Elementary Principal beginning with the 
2024-2025 school year.  He will need to 
be authorized for financial or ordering 
needs for the District.  Sobotka moved 
and Barton seconded to add Mr. Asche as 
an authorized signer on the Meridian 
Activity Fund at Heartland Bank.  Vote 
taken: Barton – aye, Niederklein – aye, 
Sobotka – aye, Rut – aye, Davis – aye, 
and Bartels – aye.  Motion passed 6-0. 
 

A draft of Policy 9300 was presented to 
the Board.  It is recommended to change 
Regular Board Meetings to meet on the 
second Monday of each month at 6:00 
p.m. rather than the third Monday of 
each month at 7:00 p.m. as it is currently 
stated.  Niederklein moved and Rut 
seconded to approve the changes to 
Policy 9300.   Vote taken: Barton – aye, 
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Mission Statement:  
Meridian Public  Schools will educate all students in a safe, nurturing environment while challenging them to develop their integrity, knowledge, and unique talents to become responsible, productive citizens. 

  
PreK-6 7-12 Adult 

Breakfast: $1.50 $1.75 $3.00 

Lunch: $2.85 $2.95 $5.00 



Hail to the varsity…  Cheer them along the way… 

Page 2                Meridian Public School, District 48-0303                             July, 2024 

students will need a urine same, so 
please pick up a sterile cup from the 
clinic ahead of time. Physicals must be 
completed before August 1, 2024.  
Students must bring all forms with 
their name and date of birth on each 
as indicated - including the medical 
history form. These forms also 
require a signature by a parent or 
guardian. If a student comes to their 
appointment without completed 
forms, they will need to reschedule 
their physical. 
 

Physical forms can be found at the back 
of this newsletter, at the District Office 
of Meridian Public Schools, or on the 
NSAA website (nsaa.home). Please fill 
out all of the attached forms. You 
need include a signed NSAA Parent 
and Student Consent form when you 
turn your physicals in to the school. 
Student athletes are NOT allowed to 
play without a completed NSAA 
consent form on file at the school. 

It’s hard to believe that we have 
reached July already. The summers 
always fly by. As an administrative 
staff we have been hard at work in 
finishing up the paperwork for the 23-
24 school year and preparing for the 24
-25 school year. We have had a number 
of staff attending professional 
development opportunities, and I know 
they are looking forward to applying 
this new knowledge to their lessons this 
year. Our athletes have been working 
hard in the weight room and going to 
camps. It seems like every day we have 
a van headed out for a camp or 
training. We are excited about the hard 
work and extra time our students and 
coaches have been putting in. In a 
couple weeks we will be wrapping up 
our summer school. 
 

As we start gearing up for next year I 
wanted to remind our families about 
physicals for the upcoming year. Those 
entering 7th grade must have a physical 
and updated immunization records on 
file prior to the start of the year. All 
students participating in sports must 
have a completed physical on file each 
year. Summer is a great time to get this 
taken care of so we are ready for the 
year.  
 

I hope everyone has a safe 4th of July, 
and I wish safe travels for those who 
are going on trips or vacations! 
 

2024-2025 PHYSICALS 
Jefferson Community Health and 
Life Fairbury Clinic will be 
offering sports physicals to 
students of any grade by 
appointment. For more 
information, please see the flier at 
the back of this newsletter. All 
student athletes, Kindergarteners, 
7th Graders, foreign exchange 
students, and students who move 
to our district from out of state are 
required to have Nebraska 
physicals, and State school 
immunization requirements must 
be met. In addition to a physical, 
Kindergarten, foreign exchange 
students, and students who move 
to our district from out of state 
will need an eye exam. 
Kindergarten and 7th Grade 

Niederklein – aye, Sobotka – aye, Rut – 
aye, Davis – aye, and Bartels – aye.  
Motion passed 6-0. 
 

Principal Drees and Principal Hull 
presented the Principals’ Reports to the 
Board. 
 

Superintendent Kort presented the 
Superintendent’s Report to the Board. 
 

The next regular meeting was set for 
Monday, July 8, 2024, at 6:00 p.m. 
 

Barton moved and Rut seconded to 
adjourn at 6:46 p.m.  Vote taken: Barton 
– aye, Niederklein – aye, Sobotka – aye, 
Rut – aye, Davis – aye, and Bartels – 
aye.  Motion passed 6-0. 

Jamie Niederklein,  
Secretary Meridian District #48-0303 

 

Familiar faces in new places. After 
spending my first four years in the 
Meridian school district in a high school 
classroom, I am excited to begin a new 
chapter as Elementary Principal for the 
24-25 school year. In addition, I will also 
be serving as Activities Director. I will 
be located in the elementary wing when 
school starts. 
 

Several professional growth 
opportunities throughout June, including 
reading fundamentals, inclusion, and 
Title IX have allowed me to jump in with 
both feet. Among the challenges facing 
the elementary staff this school year is 
the institution of a new math curriculum. 
We look forward to staying current in 
our curricular offerings across all 
instructional areas. 
 

As summer activities wrap up, we are at 
the halfway point of the summer break. I 
hope students (and parents) take time to 
get away and yet challenge themselves to 
improve in something they’ve already 
started or start something new. This 
could be in the form of getting outside to 
enjoy our summer weather, finding a 
cool spot to enjoy a good book, or both. 
 

I want to thank Ms. Drees for her help 
during my transition and look forward to 
working with Mr. Kort and Mr. Hull in 
this role. 
 

From the Horse’s Mouth 

by Matt Asche 

Principally Speaking 
With Mr. Hull 



   Onward to victory…       May they win again today… 
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   We’ll give a cheer for the varsity…     Long may they reign supreme … 
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   Shout ‘til the echoes ring…    For the glory of our team!    
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   Go Mustangs!    
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   Go Mustangs!    
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   Go Mustangs!    
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   Go Mustangs!    
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Husker Rehab                     
504 E St. 
Fairbury, NE 
402.729.2639 
www.huskerrehab.com 
 


