
NSAA required physical this school 
year.  ALL parents and students do 
need to complete the NSAA consent 
form.  
 

Please continue to watch our school 
web page, Facebook or Twitter for 
updates as we prepare to 
open.  Information concerning open 
house, coaches meetings, and such may 
be changing; we will work hard to 
communicate any of those changes to 
the parents and students. 
 

Please help Meridian welcome our new 
staff members: Holly Adam (1st 
Grade), John Adam (Business, Football 
Coach), Kelli Schoenbeck (Elementary 
Para), Mary Schropfer (Co-Head 
Volleyball Coach),  Jane Zabokrtsky 
(3rd Grade). We are proud of the 
“family atmosphere” our school 
projects and would like to continue that 
wonderful tradition. Please help them 
to feel included in the Mustang 
community. 
 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 
MERIDIAN PUBLIC 

SCHOOLS 
DISTRICT 48-0303 

DAYKIN, NEBRASKA 68338 
MONDAY, JULY 20, 2020 

 

REGULAR JULY MEETING 
7:00 P.M.: 

Meridian Public School Board of 
Education met on Monday, July 20, 
2020, as per notice in the Fairbury 
Journal-News. 
 

President Bartels called the meeting to 
order at 7:01 p.m.  The open meetings 
law was presented. 
 

Nothing new was added to the agenda. 
 

Roll call was taken:  Vorderstrasse-
present, Sobotka-present, VanWesten-
present, and Bartels Present.  Also 
present were Superintendent Kort, 
Principal Scott, and Mrs. Meyer. 
 

 

Welcome Back!!!!! 
 

The beginning of the school year is still 
as unexpected as the conclusion in the 
spring.  In this edition of the newsletter, 
you will see our reopening plan for 
Meridian Public Schools.  This plan has 
been created and reviewed with the 
cooperation of Public Health Solutions, 
KSB School Law, along with a group of 
parents, teachers, counselor and 
administration.  Please understand this 
plan will be an ongoing and changing 
plan with continued work from Public 
Health Solutions, KSB, and directives 
from Nebraska Department of Education 
and state leaders.  
 

So back to why we do all of this – the 
kids. We are working hard to get the 
students back into a routine and 
educational setting.  We are planning the 
first day of school on August 19.   This 
first day will consist of checking in with 
classes, updates and procedures to have a 
safe and healthy return to school.  Please 
be aware that we strongly recommend 
students and staff wear masks to 
maintain a healthy environment. There 
is a scheduled 1:30 dismissal on the 19th.  
Regular dismissal at 3:42 on Thursday, 
the 20th, and 3:10 dismissal on Friday the 
11th.    
 

Fall sports teams will start conditioning 
on August 3rd, and practices will begin 
on August 10th.  If your child has not 
been in contact with the coach, please 
reach out and let them know of your 
interest.  If you are unable to contact 
them, please call the school and your 
information will be forwarded to the 
appropriate coach.  
 

All JUIONR HIGH and FRESHMEN 
will need sports physicals; students in 
grades 10 – 12, who had a sports 
physical last year, are exempt from the 

No comments were heard from the 
public.  
 

Sobotka moved and VanWesten 
seconded to excuse Niederklein and 
Scheer from the meeting. Vote Taken:  
Vorderstrasse-aye, Sobotka-aye, 
VanWesten-aye, Bartels-aye.  Motion 
passed 4-0. 
 

Vorderstrasse moved and VanWesten 
seconded to approve the consent agenda 
as follows: 
1. Minutes of the Monday, June 15, 

2020 Regular Meeting 
2. District Financial Report 
3. Activity Fund Report 
4. Hot Lunch Fund Report 
5. Bills   

Vote taken:  Vorderstrasse-aye, Sobotka-
aye, VanWesten-aye, Bartels-aye.  
Motion passed 4-0. 
 

Principal Scott gave the Curriculum 
Report.  Mr. Adam has set up an on-line 
personal finance course. 
 

VanWesten moved and Vorderstrasse 
seconded to approve Randy Kort as 
Administrator of Federal and State 
Programs.  Vote taken:  Vorderstrasse-
aye, Sobotka-aye, VanWesten-aye, 
Bartels-aye.  Motion passed 4-0. 
 

VanWesten moved and Vorderstrasse 
seconded to approve the Annual Public 
Hearing on Student Fees.  Vote taken:  
Vorderstrasse-aye, Sobotka-aye, 
VanWesten-aye, Bartels-aye.  Motion 
passed 4-0. 
 

VanWesten moved and Sobotka 
seconded to approve the 2020-2021 Milk 
Price at 30 cents per carton.  The price 
has remained the same for the last 5 
years.  Vote taken:  Vorderstrasse-aye, 
Sobotka-aye, VanWesten-aye, Bartels-
aye.  Motion passed 4-0. 
 

Sobotka moved and VanWesten 
seconded to approve Policy 5416 Student 
Fees Policy.  Vote taken:  Vorderstrasse-
aye, Sobotka-aye, VanWesten-aye, 
Bartels-aye.  Motion passed 4-0. 
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Hail to the varsity…  Cheer them along the way…   

3. Community Weight Room 
Equipment Improvements 

4. School Bus Grant Application 
5. Concession Stand Operation 
6. Concussion Protocol - Base 

Evaluation for Junior High 
Students 

 

Next Regular Meeting was set for 
August 17, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Vorderstrasse moved and VanWesten 
seconded to adjourn at 8:28 p.m.  Vote 
taken: Vorderstrasse-aye, Sobotka-aye, 
VanWesten-aye, Bartels-aye.  Motion 
passed 4-0. 

J. Scott Sobotka,  
Vice President  

Meridian District #48-0303 
 
 

Welcome to the 2020-2021 school 
year! We are excited to have our 
students back in the classrooms. 
Hopefully, this will lend an air of 
normalcy to a very unusual beginning. 
What else could anyone expect from 
such an unpredictable year?!? 
 

There are no major changes in the 
student handbooks for this year.  Any 
changes brought about by COVID-19 
or other circumstances will be added as 
an addendum and shared with the 
public  through multiple media 
sources. Please be patient as we are 
trying to stay current with changes. 
Sometimes a plan is devised and, 
before it can be implemented,  changes 
need to be made. 
 
Ms. Hermsmeier and I will be working 
to finalize class schedules in the days 
leading up to the new school year.  We 
are trying to add some additional 
classes in the high school. The 
elementary schedule needs to be 
adapted to work efficiently for teachers 
who have classes in both elementary 
and secondary. 
 

The 2020-2021 school year begins with 
teacher in-service starting on Friday, 
August 14.  Students first day is 
Wednesday, August 19, with a 1:30 
dismissal.  The Back to School Bash is 
Friday, August 21. 

VanWesten moved and Vorderstrasse 
seconded to approve the current Back 
to School Plan. Vote taken:  
Vorderstrasse-aye, Sobotka-aye, 
VanWesten-aye, Bartels-aye.  Motion 
passed 4-0. 
 

Discussion was held on the purchase of 
ChromeBooks for the Junior High.  
The current Junior High ChromeBooks 
will then be moved to the elementary.  
With the possibility of the need for 
remote learning this will ensure the 
lower elementary students have 
computers. 
 

Sobotka moved and VanWesten 
seconded to approve the purchase of 
ChromeBooks for the Junior High.  
Vote taken:  Vorderstrasse-aye, 
Sobotka-aye, VanWesten-aye, Bartels-
aye.  Motion passed 4-0. 
 

Principal Scott gave the Principal’s 
Report. 
1. There are no major changes in the 

student handbooks for this 
year.  Any changes brought about 
by COVID-19 or other reasons 
will be added as an addendum and 
shared with stakeholders through 
multiple media sources.  

2. We will be working to finalize 
class schedules this week.  We are 
trying to add some additional 
classes in the high school and 
adapting the elementary schedule 
to match up for the teachers who 
teach at both levels. 

3. Teacher in-service begins Friday, 
August 14.  Students first day is 
Wednesday, August 19, with at 
1:30 dismissal.  Back to school 
bash is Friday, August 21. 

4. Several camps are scheduled in the 
next few weeks. Grades 7-12 
football will be July 28 - July 
30.  High School show choir will 
be August 3-5. 

 

Superintendent Kort gave the 
Superintendent’s Report. 
1. Summer Projects – including 

painting of inside of school 
building, track improvement 
projects, greenhouse construction 
update, and building 
improvements. 

2. Training for Teachers – including 
dating violence, concussion 
protocol, suicide prevention, 
vehicle safety and remote learning 
skill training if needed. 

 

Vorderstrasse moved and Sobotka 
seconded to approve Policy 6400 Parent 
Involvement Policy.  Vote taken:  
Vorderstrasse-aye, Sobotka-aye, 
VanWesten-aye, Bartels-aye.  Motion 
passed 4-0. 
 

Sobotka moved and VanWesten 
seconded to approve Policy 5415 
Bullying Policy.  Vote taken:  
Vorderstrasse-aye, Sobotka-aye, 
VanWesten-aye, Bartels-aye.  Motion 
passed 4-0. 
 

VanWesten moved and Vorderstrasse 
seconded to approve Policy 5420 Dating 
Violence Policy.  Vote taken:  
Vorderstrasse-aye, Sobotka-aye, 
VanWesten-aye, Bartels-aye.  Motion 
passed 4-0. 
 

Discussion was held on the updates to 
the Student Handbook.  The Elementary 
hand book is on a three-year cycle and 
had no changes at this time.  If changes 
are needed due to COVID 19, 
addendums will be added to the Student 
Handbook and shared on media sources. 
 

VanWesten moved and Vorderstrasse 
seconded to approve the Student 
Handbook 2020-2021.    Vote taken:  
Vorderstrasse-aye, Sobotka-aye, 
VanWesten-aye, Bartels-aye.  Motion 
passed 4-0. 
 

Discussion was held on the current 
Return to School Plan and the procedures 
and requirements of the different phases.  
The color-coded (green, yellow, orange, 
and red) plan for school operation 
reflects consultation with Public Health 
Solutions and our area color dial from 
Public Health. This plan helps address 
the academic plan, student and staff 
temperature checks, lunch and breakfast 
procedures, morning entrance routine for 
students, transportation, cleaning 
practices, communication in different 
phases, and extracurricular activities. The 
Board discussed the colored phases in 
which masks should be encouraged 
within the school and on the bus. It was 
emphasized this is a continuous working 
document that will continue to change 
throughout the school year in 
conjunction with Public Health 
Solutions, the School’s legal team and 
the Nebraska Department of Education.   
 

Mustang MEMO 
Mr. Harold Scott 

Principal 



Since school was closed in March, we 
were unable to show upcoming 7th 
graders around as we usually do. 
 

STATE ACT-SENIORS: 
Seniors will have the opportunity to 
take the FREE ACT on Tuesday, 
September 22.  This will not count as a 
state test score, but will be an ACT 
score for colleges.  I encourage ALL 
seniors to take advantage of this as they 
were unable to take the test in April. 
 

ACT – JUNIORS/SENIORS:  
Incoming Juniors and Seniors: It’s 
time to be thinking about the ACT! 
ACT has added dates for this upcoming 
fall.  For those of you interested in 
taking the September ACT, note that 
you must register before school begins 
in August. Go to actstudent.org to 
register. For those in need of a fee 
waiver, contact Mrs. Kruse.  
 

Seniors – for college admission and 
scholarships, December test is the last 
test most colleges will accept.  Keep 
that in mind when thinking about 
taking the ACT, as you will want to 
give yourself time to retake the test if 
needed. 
 

2020-2021 ACT National Test Dates:  
Test Date Registration 
 Deadline 
Sept. 12, 2020 Aug. 14 2020 
Sept. 13, 2020 Aug. 14, 2020 
Sept. 19, 2020 Aug. 14, 2020 
Oct. 10, 2020 Sept. 17, 2020 
Oct. 17, 2020 Sept. 17, 2020 
Oct. 24, 2020 Sept. 17, 2020 
Oct. 25, 2020 Sept. 17, 2020 
Dec. 12, 2020 Nov. 6, 2020 
Feb. 6, 2021 Jan. 8, 2021 
Apr. 17, 2021 Mar. 12, 2021 
June 12, 2021 May 7, 2021  
 

Questions/Concerns? Contact  
Lisa Hermsmeier at 
lhermsmeier@meridianmustangs.org or  
(402)446-7265 ext.1253 
 

WELCOME… 

Please welcome our new staff 
members: 
John and Holly Adam: 
John and Holly Adam have been 
married for 17 years and have 4 
children. JD will be an 8th grader, 
Abby a 3rd grader, and Jack and Joe 
are twins and in preschool. They also 
have a lovable Golden Doodle named 
Gunner. This will be John’s 23rd year 

Meridian will end the summer with 
several camps  which are scheduled in 
the next few weeks. Junior High and 
High School football teams are holding a 
camp July 28 - July 30.  High School 
show choir camp will be August 3-5. 
Both of these camps will be held at 
Meridian. 
 

Welcome to August!  School is just 
around the corner.  After a crazy end to 
the school year, I hope that everyone has 
had a pleasant and relaxing summer.   
 

7-12 REGISTRATION DAY:  
Schedules will be mailed out the first 
week of August.  One side will have the 
student’s schedule and the other the 
school schedule, allowing students to see 
which class they would like to take.  
Drop/Add and New Student Registration 
is scheduled for Friday, August 14th, 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Students and 
parents can stop by during this time to 
enroll or make changes to an existing 
schedule. If you are planning on coming 
to the school, please be aware that we 
strongly recommend you wear a mask. 
If you need to schedule another time to 
meet, please call Ms. Hermsmeier or 
high school secretary, Kathy Houser. 
Students will also be able to drop and 
add the first week of school. 
 

OPEN HOUSE:  
Meridian will be hosting an “Open 
House” for ALL PreK-12 students on 
Monday, August 17, from 5:00–7:00 
p.m. All students are encouraged to come 
to the school to visit their classrooms and 
meet (or get reacquainted with) their 
teachers. Elementary students can bring 
school supplies and high school students 
can find and organize their locker. 
Families can come and go as they wish 
during this time. If you are planning to 
attend, please be aware that we strongly 
recommend you wear a mask. I 
encourage ALL students and parents to 
take advantage of the Open House - 
establishing a positive parent-teacher-
student relationship is an important part 
of the educational process! This is a great 
opportunity for 7th graders to come to 
school and get acquainted with their new 
teachers and the high school layout. 

of teaching and coaching and Holly’s 
21st. John is originally from Hildreth, 
Nebraska, while Holly is from 
Watertown, South Dakota. As a family, 
the Adams enjoy camping, hunting, 
fishing, golfing, playing games, and 
watching football.  
 

Kelli Schoenbeck: 
I live in Western with my husband, 
Andy, and our two daughters  Grace (5) 
and Addisyn (2), and our dog Diesel. In 
my free time, I enjoy spending time with 
family and friends, being outdoors and 
checking our cows. I’m a Meridian 
alumni, and I’m excited to join the 
Mustang family!  
 

Mary Schropfer: 
I have 34 combined years of teaching 
Business and Technology in 4 different 
schools. I am currently employed by 
Lincoln Northeast. I have been a head 
volleyball coach for 32 years (Tecumseh 
- 14 years;  Lincoln Southwest - 17 
years). I enjoy spending time with family 
and friends and traveling. Having been 
born and raised in Ohiowa, I am truly 
looking forward to being a part of the 
Meridian Community. 
 
Jane Zabokrtsky: 
Hello... Meridian Mustangs. My name is 
Jane Zabokrtsky, and I will be your new 
3rd grade teacher.  I was born and raised 
northwest of Fairbury and after college 
chose to return to Jefferson County and 
make this area my home. My family lives 
in Endicott, and my husband has a 
trucking business in Fairbury.  I do not 
have the gift of superhuman powers, or 
any hidden special talents; however, I 
have been told on many occasions I am 
hardworking, patient and kind. I have 
taught for many years; and yet, I still 
look forward to learning new information 
each and every day. I look forward to 
meeting parents, students, and 
district patrons.  I am so blessed and 
excited to be a part of the Mustang 
Family.  I can't wait for the 2020-2021 
School Year to begin.  By working 
together, we can make this 2020-2021 
School Year a positive experience for 
all.  
 

SCHOOL PHYSICALS 
Due to COVID-19, the NSAA  
requirement of all student athletes 
needing a school sports physical  has 
been waived. Incoming Freshman are the 
only High School students who will 
need to have a physical BEFORE 

   Onward to victory…       May they win again today… 

Page 3                Meridian Public School, District 48-0303                          August, 2020 

COUNSELOR’S CONNECTION 
by 

Lisa Hermsmeier 



   We’ll give a cheer for the varsity…     Long may they reign supreme … 
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WEBSITE (nsaahome.org). 
Most local clinics will schedule 
appointments by phone. You will 
need to let them know if your 
insurance is  responsible for payment 
and HAVE YOUR COMPLETED 
PAPERWORK WITH YOU. Clinics 
may require students to reschedule if 
their forms are incomplete or missing. 
If you wish to schedule an 
appointment at the NEW Plymouth 
Clinic, please contact the Fairbury 
Clinic at 402-729-3361. 
 

SAVE THE DATE 

The 2020-2021 Meridian High School 
cheerleaders and dance team are 
hosting their annual golf tournament 
on September 20th, 2020. It will once 
again be at Hidden Hills Country 

being allowed to PRACTICE/
PARTICIPATE in any sport 
(includes cheerleading). All 7th and 
8th graders will be required to have a 
physical to participate.  ALL 
STUDENT ATHLETES (7-12 
GRADE) WILL NEED THE NSAA 
STUDENT/PARENT CONSENT 
FORM BEFORE THEY WILL BE 
ALLOWED TO PARTICIPATE IN 
ANY GIVEN SPORT. All students 
entering Kindergarten and 7th grade 
are still required to have a school 
physical.  THE PHYSICAL FORMS 
(INCLUDING THE STUDENT/
PARENT CONSENT FORM) MAY 
BE FOUND TOWARD THE BACK 
OF THIS NEWSLETTER OR 
TRISH’S OFFICE AT SCHOOL. 
THE SPORTS PHYSICALS MAY 
ALSO BE FOUND ON THE NSAA 

Club in Geneva with a start time of 
9:00 a.m. Please plan to come and 
support our ladies. 
 

Members of Meridian’s Cheer and 
Dance Teams: 
Seniors: Kezia Connealy, Delaney 
Homolka, Mo’Nae Moody, Kala Most 
Juniors: Emilee Aldr ich, Nylah 
Moody, Erika Schwisow 
Sophomores: Ricci Cross, Kaylee 
Pribyl, Lana Santacroce, Schyler 
Schwisow 
Freshmen: Tyleiah Gooding, 
Ashauna Davis, Peyton Norine de-
Monbrun, Kymber Schwisow, Jaala 
Stewart, Evelyn Woitalewicz  
  



   Shout ‘til the echoes ring…    For the glory of our team!    
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   Go Mustangs!  
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2020-2021 MERIDIAN SCHOOL SUPPLY LIST 

Pre-K  
 1 Box of Kleenex 

 3 Containers of Disinfectant Wipes 

 Book Bag 

 1 - 30” x 54” Bath Towel (for quiet 
time) 

 Non-Marking Gym Shoes with  
 Velcro or Elastic Straps 

 1 Container Hand Sanitizer 

 1 Complete change of clothes in a 
plastic bag labeled with the child’s 
name to be kept at school in case of 
accidents or spills. 

Optional: 

 Light Jacket or Sweater for Use in 
Classroom 

 1 Container Baby Wipes - for Hands 
and Face 

Please put your child’s initials on the 
items they bring. 

1st Grade 
 #2 Pencils 

 Crayons (24 – 48 Count) 

 Erasers - Pencil Top and Large 

 Scissors 

 Large Pencil Box or Bag 

 Crayola Markers  

 2 Boxes of Facial Tissue 

 1 Container Clorox Wipes 

 Hand Sanitizer 

 4 Jumbo Glue Sticks 

 2 Folders with Pockets 

 1 Subject Wide Ruled Spiral  
Notebook 

 Book Bag 

 Non-Marking Gym Shoes 

 Paint Shirt 
Please label items you send with your 
child’s name. 
Please do not send personal pencil 
sharpeners as electric sharpeners are 
provided in the classroom. 
  

Kindergarten 
 2 Boxes of Facial Tissue 

 Non-Marking Gym Shoes - 
 Preferably Velcro  

 Backpack/Book Bag 

 3 Large Containers Disinfectant 
Wipes 

 1 Complete change of clothes in a 
plastic bag labeled with the child’s 
name to be kept at school in case of 
accidents or spills. 

 1 Paint Smock - Plastic/Vinyl (if  
 possible)  
Please label items you send with your 
child’s name. 

2nd Grade  
 Pencils 

 Eraser 

 Crayons (24 - 48 Count) 

 Markers 

 1 Box of Facial Tissue 

 1 Hand Sanitizer 

 Scissors 

 Book Bag 

 P.E. Shoes (no dark soles) 

 Pocket Folder (1) 

 Paint Shirt 

 Clorox Wipes - 2 containers 

 Pencil Box or Container (make sure 
it will fit in your desk) 

Please do not send personal pencil 
sharpeners as electric sharpeners are 
provided in the classroom. 
  

3rd Grade 
 4 Glue Sticks 

 Pencil Case or Box  

 1 - 1” Black Binder 

 2 Yellow Highlighters 

 Pencils 

 Erasers 

 Loose Leaf Paper 

 Markers 

 Colored Pencils 

 Scissors 

 Backpack/Book Bag 

 EarBuds 

 Paint Shirt 

 P.E. Shoes (no dark soles) 

 Boxes of Tissue 

 Germ-X 

 Clorox Wipes 
Please do not send personal pencil 
sharpeners as electric sharpeners are 
provided in the classroom. 
 

4th Grade 
 1 Box Facial Tissue 

 3 Book Covers 

 1 Pencil Pouch 

 Earbuds 

 12 - #2 Pencils 

 2 Blue or Black Pens 

 2 Notebooks 

 Clorox Wipes 

 Colored Pencils 

 Erasers 

 1 Set of Water Colors 

 2 Highlighters 
  

5th Grade 
 4 Spiral Notebooks - to start year 

 Pencils - NO Mechanical Pencils 

 Book Bag 

 2 Containers Disinfectant Wipes 

 P.E. Shoes - NO Dark Soles 

 2 Rolls Paper Towels 

 2 Boxes Facial Tissue 

 Earbuds 

 Watercolors 

 1 - 3 Ring Binder 

 2 Containers Hand Sanitizer 

6th Grade 
 12 Pencils  

 Eraser 

 Book Bag 

 PE Shoes – NON-MARKING 

 2 Notebooks 

 6 Pocket Folders 

 Dry Erase Markers 

 1 Boxes Tissue 

 Earbuds/Headphones  

 1 Trapper/Keeper 

 2 Highlighters 

7th Grade  

Social Studies 
 1 - 1/2" or 1" 3-Ring Binder  

 1 Package of 5 Tab Dividers 
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